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Service Notes: Psalms 34, 42-43, 51, 84, 116, and 150 in the front of the
hymnal will aid you in your meditation before receiving the Lord’s Supper.
Prayers for worship preparation are on pages 10 and 11. A form for
Communion preparation is on page 156.

- Guests, please sign the guest registry in the narthex.

- If you have a prayer request or would like Pastor Schaefer to visit or call
you, please talk to him (734-658-5735).

Holy Communion will be celebrated today. Our guests are kindly asked to
note that it is our practice to first become a member of our communion
fellowship before communing with us. Please speak to our pastor about
becoming a member of our communion fellowship.

THE COMMON SERVICE (page 15)
OPENING HYMN: ‘Within the Father’'s House’ the Lutheran Hymnal

Hymn #133, Text: James R. Woodford, 1863. Tune: FRANCONIA from ‘Harmonischer Liederschatz’
(Harmonious Sweet Ballads) Frankfurt, 1738. Public Domain.

wQitbin the Fatber’s House 133
S. M. Franconia
**Harmonischer Liederschatz’”
Luke 2: 41-52 Frankfurt, 1758 .
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And to His Tem-ple sud-den-ly The Lord of Life hath come.
And mar-vel at His gra-cious words Of wis-dom un -de - filed.
To lift the earth-ly veil which hides In - car-nate God be - low. A-men:
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4 The secret of the Lord 6 Till from our darkened sight

Escapes each human eye, The cloud shall pass away
' And faithful pondering hearts await And on the cleanséd soul shall burst
~The full epiphany. The everlasting day,
5 Lord, visit Thou our souls 7 Till we behold Thy face
And teach us by Thy grace And know as we are known £
l Each dim revealing of Thyself - Thee, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
With loving awe to trace, Coequal Three in One.

STAND

M: In the name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
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C: A - men.

CONFESSION OF SINS

M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart
and confess our sins to God our Father, asking him in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

C: Holy and merciful Father, | confess that | am by
nature sinful and that | have disobeyed you in my
thoughts, words, and actions. | have done what is euvil
and failed to do what is good. For this | deserve your
punishment both now and in eternity. But | am truly
sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus
Christ, | pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.

LORD, HAVE MERCY (Kyrie)
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C: Lord, have mer - cy on us. Christ, have mer - cy
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on us. Lord, have mer - cy on us.

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has
given his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.
Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, |
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.
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PRAYER AND PRAISE
M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord:
GLORY BE TO GOD (Gloria in excelsis)
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C: Glory be to God on high, and on earth peace, good will toward men.
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We praise you, we bless you,we wor-ship you, we glorify you,
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we give thanks to you, for your great glory, O Lord God, heav’n-ly King,
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God the Fa-ther al - mighty. O Lord, the only begotten Son, Je-sus Christ;
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sin of the world;

have mercy on

us.

You take away the
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sin of the world;

re - ceive our prayer. You sit at the right hand of
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God the Father;
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have mercy on
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For you on-ly are holy;
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you on-ly are the Lord. You

only, O Christ, with the Ho - ly Spirit,
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are most high in the glory

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: The Lord be with you.
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M: Let us pray.

%

C: And al - so

with

you.

of God the Father.

A

- men.

Almighty God, in mercy you sent your one and only Son to
take upon himself our human nature. By his gracious
coming deliver us from the corruption of our sin and
transform us into the likeness of his glory; through Jesus



Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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C: A - men.
BE SEATED

THE WORD

FIRST LESSON: Isaiah 40:4-9

4 Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be
made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough
places a plain.

> And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall
see it together, for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”

° A voice says, “Cry!” And | said, “What shall | cry?” All flesh is
grass, and all its beauty is like the flower of the field.

"The grass withers, the flower fades when the breath of the LORD
blows on it; surely the people are grass.

8 But the grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of the our
God will stand forever.



 Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good news; lift up
your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good news; lift it
up, fear not; say to the cities of Judah, “Behold your God!”

PSALM OF THE DAY: Psalm 84 refrain Tune & Setting: David Clarke Isele

©1979 GIA Publications Inc. Psalm Tone: Tune & Setting: ©1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer.

\ Refrain
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Letus go re-joic - Ing to the house of the Lord.
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How lovely is your dwelling place,*
O LORD Almighty!

My soul yearns, even faints,*
for the courts of the LORD.

Blessed are those who dwell in your house;*
they are ever praising you. Refrain

Better is one day in your courts*
than a thousand elsewhere;

| would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God*
than dwell in the tents of the wicked.

O LORD Almighty,*
blessed are they who trust in you.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son*

and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,*

is now, and will be forever. Amen. Refrain: Let us go rejoicing to the
house of the Lord.



SECOND LESSON: Hebrews 2:10-18

Y For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all things exist,
in bringing many sons to glory, should make the founder of their
salvation perfect through suffering. * For he who sanctifies and
those who are sanctified all have one source. That is why he is not
ashamed to call them brothers, 12 saying,

“I will tell of your name to my brothers; in midst of the
congregation | will sing your praise.”

13 And again,
“I will put my trust in him.”

And again,
“Behold, | and the children God has given me.”

14 Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself
likewise partook of the same things, that through death he might
destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the deuvil, 1°
and deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to
lifelong slavery. 1° For surely it is not angels that he helps, but he
helps the offspring of Abraham. 1’ Therefore he had to be made like
his brothers in every respect, so that he might become a merciful
and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make propitiation for
the sins of the people. 8 For because he himself has suffered when
tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted.

VERSE OF THE DAY (Cantor) Colossians 3:15a
Alleluia! Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts. Alleluia!

STAND

After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation
sings:
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C: Glo-ry be to you, O Lord!

GOSPEL LESSON: Luke 2:41-52

41 Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the
Passover. 2 And when he was twelve years old, they went up
according to custom. ** And when the feast was ended, as they
were returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. His
parents did not know it, #* but supposing him to be in the group they
went a day’s journey,, but then they began to search for him among
their relatives and acquaintances, ° and when they did not find him,
they returned to Jerusalem, searching for him. %6 After three days
they found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening
to them and asking them questions. 4’ And all who heard him were
amazed at his understanding and his answers. ¢ And when his
parents saw him, they were astonished. And his mother said to him,
“Son, why have you treated us so? Behold, your father and | have
been searching for you in great distress.” 4° And he said to them,
“Why were you looking for me? Did you not know that | must be in
my Father’s house? °° And they did not understand the saying that
he spoke to them. > And he went down with them and came to
Nazareth and was submissive to them. And his mother treasured
up all these things in her heart.

52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with
God and man.

The Lutheran Study Bible, English Standard Version, ©2006 Concordia Publishing House.
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C: Praise be to you, O Christ!




NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son
of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from
true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from
heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin
Mary,
and became fully human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with
the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and
the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,



who in unity with the Father and the Son is
worshiped and glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic

Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness
of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life (+) of the world to come. Amen.

BE SEATED

HYMN OF THE DAY: #41 “Let All Together praise Our God”

Public Domain.



CHRISTMAS

41 Let All Together Praise Our God
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1 Let all to - geth - er praise our God Be - fore his
2 He leaves his heav’n-ly Fa - ther’s throne, Is born an
3 He veils in flesh his pow'r di - vine A ser-vant’s
4 A won -drous change which he  does make: He  takes our
5 He serves that | a lord may be— A great ex -
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high - est throne; To - day he o -pensheav’'n a - gain And
in - fant small, And in a man-ger, poor and lone, Lies
form to take; In want and low - 1i - ness must die Who
flesh and blood, And he con-ceals for sin - ners’ sake His
change in - deed! Could Je-sus’ love do more for me To
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gives us his own Son, And gives us his own  Son.
in a hum-ble stall, Lies in a hum-ble  stall.
heav’'n and earth did make, Who heav’'n and earth did make.
maj - es - ty as God, His maj -es - ty as  God.
help me in my need, To help me in my need?

6 For us he opens wide the door
Of paradise today.
The angel guards the gate no more;
To God our thanks we pay,
To God our thanks we pay.

Text: Nikolaus Herman, c. 1480-1561, abr.; tr. August Crull, 1845-1923, alt.
Tune: LOBT GOTT, IHR CHRISTEN (86 866) Nikolaus Herman, c. 1480-1561.

SERMON



STAND
PSALM 51 RESPONSE (page 20)
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tion, and wup-hold me with your free Spir-it. A - men.
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

FOR THE BEGINNING OF THE NEW YEAR
M: | will exalt you, my God the King; | will praise your name
for ever and ever.

C: Every day | will praise you and extol your name.

M: It is fitting, O Lord, in the first hours of this year, to
express our gratitude for the countless gifts of grace we
have received from you in the last year.

C: You have been faithful to your promises and loving
toward all you have made.



M: You clothe your creation with beauty; you feed even the
birds and tell us that we are much more valuable than they.

C: You know what we need, and you give us all good
things.

M: Clothing and food, safety and health, possessions and
money, even life itself—all these come to us from your
generous hand.

C: We thank you for these blessings, and we ask that
you continue to grant them to us.
M: We thank you especially for your Word and Holy Supper,

which strengthen our faith, shield us from temptation, and
equip us for service.

C: Increase our commitments to these precious gifts, so
that we may continue to grow in the grace and
knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

Special prayers and intercessions may follow.
M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.
Silent prayer.

M: Almighty and eternal God, you have been gracious and
compassionate, slow to anger, and rich in love. As you led
your people Israel with a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of
fire by night, so lead us by the light of your Word that we
may live our lives to your glory and be prepared to die In
your peace.



C: We ask these things in the name of Jesus. In his name
we began this year; in his name we bring it to a close.

Amen.
© 1999 Northwestern Publishing House. Reprinted by permission.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those

who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from (+) evil.
For thine is the kingdom

and the power and the glory

forever and ever. Amen.

BE SEATED

Please use this time for personal preparation or meditation before
the Lord's Supper. A form to assist you is on page 156 in the front
part of the hymnal.

NOTE: Please be prepared to receive the host in your outstretched
hand, rather than in your mouth.

STAND



THE SACRAMENT (Page 21)
PREFACE
M: The Lord be with you.
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C: And al - so with you.

M: Lift up your hearts.
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: We lift them up wun - to the Lord.

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
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: It is good and right so to do.

M: Itis truly good and right that we should at all times and in
all places give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, aimighty and
everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way
John the Baptist prepared when he called people to
repentance and pointed to Jesus as the Lamb of God who
takes away the sin of the world. Therefore, with all the saints
on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and

join their glorious song:
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na, ho - san na, ho -san-na in the high - est.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took
bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to
his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my (+) body, which is
given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying,
“Drink from it, all of you; this is the new testament in my (+)
blood, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do
this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”



M. The peace (+) of the Lord be with you always.
[a)
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C: A men.

‘O Christ, Lamb of God’ from the Common Service ©1993 Northwestern Publishing House.
Reprinted and podcast with permission under One License #A722670. All rights reserved.
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C: O Christ, Lamb of God, you take a - way the sin of the world;
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grant us your peace. - men.
BE SEATED

DISTRIBUTION
DISTRIBUTION ANTHEM: (Cantor) ‘Joyful Message’ rext kay

Brown. Music:Stephen J. Eisele ©1988 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved.

1.Angels singing, joyful message bringing; Voices raise hymns of praise to
the sky. Songs of glory tell the Christmas story; Christ has come, sent to us
from God on high.



2.Still the night, cold and bright; Shepherds see the angels singing. What a
sight! Lo! The star from afar Guides them as they find the child asleep in a
manger.

3.God is near, God is here; In the Person of his Son he did appear. Hearts
aglow, now we know Why our Savior came to earth, his love to show.

4.Children growing; are they really knowing Jesus’ hame, why he came from
above? Let us reach them, let us always teach them, Spread the word we
have heard: God is love!

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS:
#78 “O Light of Gentile Nations” public bomain.

#77 “In His Temple Now Behold Him” setting: ©1981 Richard Gieseke. Al

rights reserved.



PRESENTATION

78

O Light of Gentile Nations
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1 O Light of Gen - tile na - tions, O
2 Dear Lord, your ser - vants meet you In
3 Lord, when life’s  trou - bles touch us, You
4 Let us, O Lord, be faith - ful Like
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Sav - ior from a - bove, Drawn by  your Spir - it’s
ev - 1y ho - ly place Where your true Word has
seem  to hide your face, And through our tears we
Sim - eon to the end So that  his prayer ex -
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lead - ing, We come with joy and love In -
prom - ised That we should see your face. To -
of - ten Can scarce - ly sense your  grace. Then
ul - tant May from our hearts as - cend: “O
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to your ho - ly tem - ple And wait  with
day you still al - low us  Who gath - er
be our joy and  bright - ness, Our cheer in
Lord, now let  your ser - vant De - part n
n “ Il Il Il ]
7 ﬁ-u ] | ] | ] [ |
G—)— 7 s P ™
rev. - rent mind As Sim - eon once had
round you here In arms of faith to
pain and loss, Our sun in dark - est
peace, | pray, Since | have seen  my
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wait - ed  His God and Lord to find.
hold you As did  that a - ged seer.
ter - ror, The glo - ry round our Cross.
Sav. - ior And here be - held his day.”
Text: Johann Franck, 1618-77, abr., adapt

., tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.
Tune: MUNICH (76 76 D) Neu-vermehrtes . . . Gesangbuch, 31d ed., Meiningen, 1693, alt.



PRESENTATION

77

In His Temple Now Behold Him
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I In his tem - ple now be-hold him; See the long - ex-
2 In the arms of her who bore him, Vir - gin pure, be -
3 Je - sus, by your pres - en-ta - tion, You who did for
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pect - ed Lord. An - cient proph - ets had  fore-told him;
hold him lie, While his a - ged saints a - dore him
us  en - dure, Let us see your great sal - va - tion,
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God has now ful - filled his  Word. Now to praise him,
Ere in faith and hope they die. Al - le - lu - ia!
Seal us with your prom-ise  sure, And pre -sent  us
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his re-deem - ed Shall break forth with  one ac - cord.
Al - le - lu - ia! See th® in-car - nate God most high!
in your glo - ry To your Fa - ther, cleansed and pure.
Text: Hanry J. Pye, c. 1825-1903, alt.

Tune: WESTMINSTER ABBEY (87 87 87) Henry Purcell, 1659-95, adapt.

THANKSGIVING (page 24)

STAND
SONG OF SIMEON (Nunc dimittis)
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M: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.
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C: And his mercy endures for -ev - er.

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this
holy supper. We pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in
you and increase our love for one another. We ask this in the
name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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men.

M: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.
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C: A-men. A-men. A - men.

Cover Art Source: Artist: Peter Frederick Rothermel, ‘Christ Among the Doctors’, Date: 1700-1900.
Source painting is housed in West Reading, Pennsylvania Public Museum. Found art through
www.picryl.com public domain search engine.
OFFICIANTS:
Preacher and Celebrant: Pastor Paul Schaefer
Communion Assistant: Mark Castellese; Organist and Soloist: Julie Webber

THIS WEEK AT ST. PETER’S
Today - 9:30 AM Divine Service
-10:45 AM Sunday School and Adult Bible Class
Wednesday - 9:30 AM Online Bible Class
Sunday - 9:30 AM Divine Service
Serving January 5: Altar Guild: Arlette Stobbe; Ushers: #4

THANK YOU, ST. PETER’S FAMILY - for the love and support showed to us at
Charlotte Lohrmann’s passing. Your cards, messages, and visits meant so much to
us. Thank you to all who helped in any way with the funeral meal and the service. It
was greatly appreciated! - The Lohrmann Family

PASTORAL CARE & MERCY - Please remember with prayers, cards and visits those
whose needs have been reported.

Church Office: 734-453-3393 St. Peter’s Preschool President: Bruce Winkler
https://saintpeterplymouth.org https://saintpeterpreschool.org Vice President: Richard Cording
stpeterlutheran@hotmail.com stpeterspreschool@hotmail.com Council Secretary: Jim Cutler
Treasurer: Seth Anderson
Pastor: Rev. Paul Schaefer Director: Rebecca Lohrmann Financial Secretaries:
Cellpr.\one: 734'658'573,5 Michigan Lutheran Seminary (MLS) B()S&tl?(\j/ec‘]ha;?s::::d Van Varner
Email: Peschaef5@gmail.com (Saginaw) 989-793-1041 Elders — Ron Bude
Music Director: Julie Webber Hope Christian Academy Stewardship/Education -
Church Secretary: Tracy Pitt (Westland) 734-525-0160 Scott Beck_erman
Trustees — Nils Peterson



http://www.picryl.com/
https://saintpeterplymouth.org/
mailto:stpeterlutheran@hotmail.com
https://saintpeterpreschool.org/
mailto:stpeterspreschool@hotmail.com

