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Service Notes: 
- The following psalms in the front of the hymnal (page 64f) will aid you in your 
meditation before receiving the Lord’s Supper:  Psalms 34, 42-43, 51, 84, 
116, 150.  Prayers for preparation for worship are on pages 10 and 11 in the 
hymnal.  A form for preparation for Communion is on page 156.  
-  Guests, please sign the guest registry in the narthex..   
- If you have a prayer request or would like Pastor Schaefer to visit or call 
you, please contact him (734-658-5735). 
Holy Communion will be celebrated today.  Our guests are kindly asked to 
note that it is our practice to first become a member of our communion 
fellowship before communing with us.  Please speak to our pastor about 
becoming a member of our communion fellowship. 

 

REMAIN SEATED 

PSALM 51 (Spoken by the pastor) 

 Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing 
love; 

  according to your great compassion blot out my 
transgressions. 

 Wash away all my iniquity 
  and cleanse me from my sin. 
 For I know my transgressions, 
  and my sin is always before me. 
 Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil 

in your sight, 
  so that you are proved right when you speak and 

justified when you judge. 
 Surely I was sinful at birth, 
  sinful from the time my mother conceived me. 
 Surely you desire truth in the inner parts; 
  you teach me wisdom in the inmost place. 
 Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean; 



  wash me, and I will be whiter than snow. 
 Let me hear joy and gladness; 
  let the bones you have crushed rejoice. 
 Hide your face from my sins 
  and blot out all my iniquity. 
 Create in me a pure heart, O God, 
  and renew a steadfast spirit within me. 
 Do not cast me from your presence 
  or take your Holy Spirit from me. 
 Restore to me the joy of your salvation 
  and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me. 
 Then I will teach transgressors your ways, 
  and sinners will turn back to you. 
 Save me from bloodguilt, O God, the God who saves me, 
  and my tongue will sing of your righteousness. 
 O Lord, open my lips, 
  and my mouth will declare your praise. 
 You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would bring it; 
  you do not take pleasure in burnt offerings. 
 The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; 
  a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. 
 In your good pleasure make Zion prosper; 
  build up the walls of Jerusalem. 
 Then there will be righteous sacrifices, whole burnt 

offerings to delight you; 
  then bulls will be offered on your altar. 

 

Silence for meditation 

 

 



INSTRUCTION FOR THE BEGINNING OF LENT 

M: Brothers and sisters in Christ, God created us to know joy 
in communion with him, to love all humanity, and to live in 
harmony with all creation. But sin separates us from God, 
our neighbors, and creation, and so we do not enjoy the 
life our Creator intended for us. By our sin we grieve our 
Father, who does not desire us to come under his 
judgment but to turn to him and live. Therefore, God in his 
mercy has sent our Lord Jesus Christ to take our place 
under the law, to suffer for us, and to die the death we 
deserve. God made Jesus, who had no sin, to be sin for 
us so that in him, we might become the righteousness of 
God. 

 During the 40 days of Lent, we fix our eyes on Jesus, the 
author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set 
before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and 
sat down at the right hand of God. The time of Lent 
reminds us that to know Christ and the power of his 
resurrection, we must also know the fellowship of sharing 
in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death. As 
disciples of the Lord Jesus, we are called to struggle 
against everything that leads us away from love of God 
and neighbor.  

 I invite you, therefore, to confess your sins, ask our 
Father for forgiveness, and commit yourselves to this 
struggle. Let us be silent. Let us be still. Let us pause now 
for a time of reflection and self-examination. 

 

Silence for reflection and self-examination 



CONFESSION OF SINS 

M:  Most holy and merciful Father, 

C:  We confess to you and to one another that we have 
sinned by our own fault,  
 by our own grievous fault  
  in thought, word, and deed,  
 by what we have done,  
 and by what we have left undone. 

M: We have not loved you with our whole heart and mind 
and strength.  
We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
We have not forgiven others as we have been forgiven. 

C: Have mercy on us, Lord. 

M: We have been deaf to your call to serve as Christ served 
us.  
We have not been true to the mind of Christ.  
We have grieved the Holy Spirit. 

C: Have mercy on us, Lord. 

M: We confess to you, Lord, all our past unfaithfulness.  
The pride, hypocrisy, and impatience in our lives 

C: We confess to you, O Lord. 

M: Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, our manipulation 
of other people 

C: We confess to you, O Lord. 

M: Our anger when our selfish aims are denied and our envy 
of those more fortunate than ourselves 

C:  We confess to you, O Lord. 



M: Our love of worldly goods and comforts and our 
dishonesty in daily life and work 

C:  We confess to you, O Lord. 

M: Our negligence in worship and prayer and our failure to 
show the faith that is in us 

C:  We confess to you, O Lord. 

M: Forgive us, Lord, for the wrongs we have done. For our 
blindness to human need and suffering and our 
indifference to injustice and cruelty, 

C:  Forgive us, O Lord. 

M: For all false judgments, for uncharitable thoughts toward 
others, and for our prejudice and contempt for those who 
differ from us, 

C:  Forgive us, O Lord. 

M: For what we think or say or do that is at variance with 
your will, 

C:  Forgive us, O Lord. 

M: Restore us, good Lord, and let your anger depart from us. 

C:  Hear us, Lord, for your mercy is great. 

M: Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation 

C: That we may show forth your glory in the world. 

M: By the cross and suffering of your Son, O Lord, 

C: Bring us with all your saints to the joy of his 
resurrection. 

 

 



ABSOLUTION 

M: Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, does 
not desire the death of sinners but rather that they turn 
from their wickedness and live.  

 Therefore, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit. 

 During these days of Lent, let us implore God to give us 
renewal and his Holy Spirit. May we continue to abide in 
the true faith and at the last be received by him through 
the merits of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Almighty and merciful God, you never despise what you   
have made and always forgive those who turn to you. 
Create in us such new and contrite hearts that we may 
truly repent of our sins and obtain your full and gracious 
pardon; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever    

C: Amen                                                                                                          
©2004 Northwestern Publishing House. Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved. 

 

 

THE WORD 



FIRST LESSON: 2 Samuel 12:1-13 
12 And the LORD sent Nathan to David.  He came to him 
and said to him, “There were two mean in a certain city, the 
one rich and the other poor. 2 The rich man had very many 
flocks and herds, 3 but the poor man had nothing but one 
little ewe lamb, which he had bought. And he brought it up, 
and it grew up with him and with his children. It used to eat 
of his morsel and drink from his cup and lie in his arms, and 
it was like a daughter to him. 4 Now there came a traveler to 
the rich man, and he was unwilling to take one of his own 
flock or herd to prepare for the guest who had come to him, 
but he took the poor man’s lamb and prepared it for the man 
who had come to him.” 5 Then David’s anger was greatly 
kindled against the man, and he said to Nathan, “As the 
LORD lives, the man who has done this deserves to die, 6 

and he shall restore the lamb fourfold, because he did this 
thing, and because he had no pity. 
7 Nathan said to David, “You are the man! Thus says the 
LORD, the God of Israel, I anointed you king over Israel, and 
I delivered you out of the hand of Saul. 8 And I gave you your 
master’s house and your master’s wives into your arms and 
gave you the house of Israel and of Judah. And if this were 
too little, I would add to you as much more. 9 Why have you 
despised the word of the LORD, to do what is evil in his 
sight” You have struck down Uriah the Hittite with the sword 
and have taken his wife to be your wife and have killed him 
with the sword of the Ammonites. 10 Now therefore the sword 
shall never depart from your house, because you have 
despised e and have take the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be 
your wife. 11 Thus says the LORD, ‘Behold, I will raise up evil 
against you out of your own house. And I will take your wives 



before your eyes and give them to your neighbor, and he 
shall lie with your wives in the sight of this sun. 12 For you did 
it secretly, but I will do this thing before all Israel and before 
the sun.’” 13 David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the 
LORD.” And Nathan said to David, “The LORD also has put 
away your sin; you shall not die. 
 
 
SECOND LESSON: 2 Corinthians 5:20-6:2 
20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making 
his appeal through us.We implore you on behalf of Christ, be 
reconciled to God. 21 For our sake he made him to be sin 
who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God. 

6 Working together with him, then, we appeal to you not to 
receive the grace of God in vain. 2 For he says, 

    “In a favorable time I listened to you, and in a day of 
 Salvation I have helped you.” 

Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is the day of 
salvation. 

VERSE OF THE DAY (Choir) 

Return to the Lord, your God, for he is gracious and merciful, 
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love. (Joel 2:13) 

STAND 

 

After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation 
sings: 



 
 

GOSPEL: Luke 18:9-14 
9 He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves 
that they were righteous, and treated others with contempt: 
10 “Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee 
and the other a tax collector. 11 The Pharisee, standing by 
himself, prayed thus: ‘god, I thank you that I am not like 
other men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like this 
tax collector. 12 I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I 
get.’ 13 But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even 
lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, 
be merciful to me, a sinner!’ 14 I tell you, this man went down 
to his house justified, rather than the other. For everyone 
who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one who 
humbles himself will be exalted.”  
The Holy Bible, English Standard Version © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. 

 
 

NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of 
God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

http://www.gnpcb.org/


God from God, Light from Light, true God from 
true God, 

begotten, not made, 
of one being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation, he came down from 

heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 

Mary, 
and became fully human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with 

the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and 

the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who in unity with the Father and the Son is 

worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness 
of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead  

and the (+) life of the world to come. Amen. 



BE SEATED 

GOSPEL RESPONSE: “Surely He Hath Borne Our Griefs” 
(Choir) Composer: Karl Heinrich Graun (1703-1759).  Editor: Walter E. Buszin ©1956 Concordia 

Publishing House.  Reprinted and podcast with permission under One License #A722670. All rights 
reserved 
 

Refrain:  Surely, surely He hath borne our griefs  
and carried our sorrows, our sorrows, Repeat 2x 

 

Refrain 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY: #396 “In Adam We Have All Been 
One” Text: Martin H. Franzmann, 1907–76, alt. © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Tune, Setting: ©1993 

Kurt J. Eggert, admin. Northwestern Publishing House.  Both reprinted and podcast with permission under One 
License #A722670. All rights reserved. 
 
 

 



 
 

SERMON: “Realizing our need for Repentance”   

Sermon Text:  Psalm 51:1-2 
 

STAND 

PSALM 51 RESPONSE (page 20) 

 

 



 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH FOR ASH WEDNESDAY 

M: Holy and righteous God, as we begin again the solemn 

spiritual journey of Lent, we come before you in deep 

humility. We confess that we are sinners, both by the nature 

we inherit and by the sinful thoughts and desires, words and 

actions that nature produces. Because of our sins, we 

deserve only your wrath and punishment. Yet you reveal 

yourself, not only as a God of holiness and justice but as a 

God of mercy and love. Despairing of our own merits and 

worthiness, and in response to your gracious invitation, we 

come pleading for your forgiveness. 

C: Lord, have mercy on us for your holy name’s sake. 

M: You have revealed your love and mercy for us sinners in 

Jesus Christ, your Son, our Savior. You sent him into our 

world to be the atoning sacrifice for the sins of all people. 

Help us grasp by faith the great truth that the pain and 

suffering, the mockery and ridicule, and the death and 

punishment he endured should have been ours. Help us 

understand that in incomprehensible love he suffered and 

died for us. 

C: Lord, have mercy on us for Jesus’ sake. 

M: In silent meditation let us reflect on our sins, praise our 

Savior for the forgiveness he has won for us, and ask for 



God’s continued grace to remove any doubt that we are 

forgiven. 

Time for silent meditation follows. 

M: God of grace and mercy, may your Spirit continue to be 

with us as we follow the way of the cross. As we 

contemplate the story of our Savior’s passion, build us up in 

our faith. Renew in us the zeal to serve you by reflecting 

your love in our lives. Give us the desire and the ability to 

boldly proclaim the grace in which we stand, so that all for 

whom you lived and died may join us in fellowship now and 

in your presence forever. 

C: We offer our humble thanks and praise, our prayers 

and petitions, and ourselves in body and spirit to you, 

Lord God. Hear us, according to your promise, for 

Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

© 1999 Northwestern Publishing House. Reprinted by permission. 
 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is 
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from (+) evil. For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

BE SEATED 



Please use this time for personal preparation or meditation before the Lord's 
Supper. A form to assist you is on page 156 in the front part of the hymnal. 

STAND 

 

THE SACRAMENT 

PREFACE 

M: The Lord be with you. 

 
 

M: Lift up your hearts. 

 
 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

 
 

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in 
all places give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty 
and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 
brought the gift of salvation to all people by his death on 
the tree of the cross, so that the devil, who overcame us 
by a tree would in turn by a tree be overcome. Therefore, 



with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we 
praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Sanctus, BWV 325) Choir sings. Johann 

Sebastian Bach, 1685-1750. 
 

Latin:  Sanctus, Sanctus, Sanctus.  Dominus Deus Sabaoth.  Pleni aunt 
caeli.  Gloria tua.  Hosanna in excelsis.  Benedictus qui venit in nomine 
Domini.  Hosanna in excelsis. 

 

English:  Holy, Holy, Holy.  Lord God of Hosts.  Heaven is full of thy glory.  
Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took 
bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 
gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my 
body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of 
me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, 
saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is the new testament 
in my (+) blood, which is poured out for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.”  

M: The peace (+)  of the Lord be with you always. 

 

AVE VERUM (Jesu, Word of God Incarnate) Choir,  
W. A. Mozart 



Latin: Ave, Ave verum Corpus natum de Maria Virgine; vere passum 
immolatum in cruce pro homine 

Cujus latus perforatum unda fluxit et sanguine; Esto nobis praegus tatum in 
mortis examine, in mortis examine. 

English: Jesu, Word of God Incarnate, of the Virgin Mary born; On the Cross 
Thy sacred Body For us men with nails was torn. 

Cleanse us by the blood and Water Streaming from Thy pierced side. Feed 
us with Thy Body broken, Now and in death’s agony, Now, now, now, now 
and in death’s agony. 

 

BE SEATED 

 

DISTRIBUTION 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN: #302 “Lord, to You I make 
Confession” 

 



 

THANKSGIVING (page 24) 

STAND 

SONG OF SIMEON (Nunc Dimittis) 

 



 

M: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 

 

O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving 
kindness you sent your Son to share our humanity. We 
thank you that through him you have given us pardon and 
peace in this sacrament. We also pray that you will not 
forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by your Holy 
Spirit so that we willingly serve you day after day, through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to 

you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

 
 

OFFICIANTS: 
Preacher and Celebrant: Pastor Paul Schaefer 

Communion Assistant:  Steve Wendland; Cantors:  Senior Choir 

 



2025 Evening Lenten and Holy Week Services: 
“Reflections on Repentance” 

 

Date Sermon Text Sermon Theme Officiant 

March 5 Psalm 51:1-2 ‘Realizing Our Need for 
Repentance’ 

Pastor Schaefer 

March 12 Psalm 51:3-4 ‘Recognizing Against 
Whom We Sin’ 

Pastor Schroeder 

March 19 Psalm 51:5 ‘Revealing Our Sinful 
Nature’ 

Pastor Frey 

March 26 Psalm 51:6 ‘Remembering God’s 
Perfect Demands’ 

Pastor Schaefer 

April 9 Psalm 51:7 ‘Relying on God’s Grace’ Pastor Schaefer 

April 17 Psalm 51:10-13 ‘Renewed Through the 
Gospel’ 

Pastor Schaefer 

April 18 Psalm 51:14-17 ‘Restored by His Sacrifice’ Pastor Schaefer 

April 19 None None Pastor Schaefer 

April 20 E Luke 24:1-2 “The Resurrection of Our 
Lord” 

Pastor Schaefer 

April 20 L Psalm 51:18-19 ‘Rejoicing in Resurrection 
Hope’ 

Pastor Schaefer 

 
E = Early; L = Late 

 


	PSALM 51 RESPONSE (page 20)

