
St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Founded 1856 

1343  Penniman Avenue 
Plymouth, MI 48170 

Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 

March 23, 2025 
The Third Sunday in Lent 



Service Notes: Psalms 34, 42-43, 51, 84, 116, and 150 in the front of the 

hymnal will aid you in your meditation before receiving the Lord’s Supper. 

Prayers for worship preparation are on pages 10 and 11.  A form for 

Communion preparation is on page 156. 

- Guests, please sign the guest registry in the narthex.
- If you have a prayer request or would like Pastor Schaefer to visit or call
you, please talk to him (734-658-5735).
Holy Communion will be celebrated today. Our guests are kindly asked to
note that it is our practice to first become a member of our communion
fellowship before communing with us. Please speak to our pastor about
becoming a member of our communion fellowship.

THE COMMON SERVICE (page 15) 

OPENING HYMN: #423 “Not in Anger, Mighty God” 
Text: Johann G. Albinus (1624-1679) 



 
 

 

STAND 

M: In the name of the Father and of (+) the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart 
and confess our sins to God our Father, asking him in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by 
nature sinful and that I have disobeyed you in my 
thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil 
and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your 
punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly 
sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus 
Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 



LORD, HAVE MERCY (Kyrie) 

 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and 
has given his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our 
sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: The Lord be with you. 

 

M: Let us pray. 

Almighty God, look with favor on your humble servants and 
stretch out the right hand of your power to defend us against 
all our enemies; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 



 
BE SEATED 

 

THE WORD 

 

FIRST LESSON: Exodus 3:1-15 

3 Now Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law, 
Jethro, the priest of Midian, and he led his flock to the west 
side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of 
God. 2 And the angel of the LORD appeared to him in a flame 
of fire out of the midst of a bush. He looked, and behold, the 
bush was burning, yet it was not consumed. 3 And Moses 
said, “I will turn aside to see this great sight, why the bush is 
not burned.” 4 When the LORD saw that he turned aside to 
see, God called to him out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And 
he said, “Here I am.” 5 Then he said, “Do not come near; take 
your sandals off your feet, for the place on which you are 
standing is holy ground.” 6 And he said, “I am the God of 
your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the 
God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to 
look at God. 

7 Then the LORD said, “I have surely seen the affliction of my 
people who are in Egypt and have heard their cry because of 
their taskmasters. I know their sufferings, 8 and I have come 
down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians and to 



bring them up out of that land to a good and broad land, a 
land flowing with milk and honey, to the place of the 
Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the 
Hivites, and the Jebusites. 9 And now, behold, the cry of the 
people of Israel has come to me, and I have also seen the 
oppression with which the Egyptians oppress them. 10 Come, 
I will send you to Pharaoh that you may bring my people, the 
children of Israel, out of Egypt.” 11 But Moses said to God, 
“Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the children 
of Israel out of Egypt?” 12 He said, “But I will be with you, and 
this shall be the sign for you, that I have sent you: when you 
have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall serve God 
on this mountain.” 

13 Then Moses said to God, “If I come to the people of Israel 
and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to 
you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall I say 
to them?” 14 God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” And he said, 
“Say this to the people of Israel: ‘I AM has sent me to you.’” 
15 God also said to Moses, “Say this to the people of Israel: 
‘The LORD, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the 
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you.’ 
This is my name forever, and thus I am to be remembered 
throughout all generations.  

 

PSALM OF THE DAY: #85 Refrain Music: The Psalmody for the day, Series C. 

©1976 Augsburg Fortress. Psalm Tone: ©1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer. Both reprinted and podcast 
with permission under One License #A722670. All rights reserved. 



 

 

You showed favor to your land, O LORD;* 

you restored the fortunes of Jacob. 

 

You forgave the iniquity of your people* 

and covered all their sins. 
 

Show us your unfailing love, O LORD,* 

and grant us your salvation. Refrain 
 

I will listen to what God the LORD will say;* 

he promises peace to his people, his saints. 
 

Surely his salvation is near those who fear him,* 

that his glory may dwell in our land. 
 

Love and faithfulness meet together;* 

righteousness and peace kiss each other. 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

SECOND LESSON: 1 Corinthians 10:1-13 

10 For I want you to know, brothers, that our fathers were all 
under the cloud, and all passed through the sea, 2 and all 
were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, 3 and 



all ate the same spiritual food, 4 and all drank the same 
spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual Rock that 
followed them, and the Rock was Christ. 5 Nevertheless, with 
most of them God was not pleased, for they were 
overthrown in the wilderness. 

6 Now these things took place as examples for us, that we 
might not desire evil as they did. 7 Do not be idolaters as 
some of them were; as it is written, “The people sat down to 
eat and drink and rose up to play.” 8 We must not indulge in 
sexual immorality as some of them did, and twenty-three 
thousand fell in a single day. 9 We must not put Christ to the 
test, as some of them did and were destroyed by serpents, 
10 nor grumble, as some of them did and were destroyed by 
the Destroyer. 11 Now these things happened to them as an 
example, but they were written down for our instruction, on 
whom the end of the ages has come. 12 Therefore let anyone 
who thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall. 13 No 
temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. 
God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond 
your ability, but with the temptation he will also provide the 
way of escape, that you may be able to endure it. 

 

VERSE OF THE DAY (Cantor) 

Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son 
of Man must be lifted up, that everyone who believes in him 
may have eternal life. (John 3:14,15) 

 

STAND 

 



After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation 
sings: 

 

 

GOSPEL: Luke 13: 1-9 

13 There were some present at that very time who told him 
about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with 
their sacrifices. 2 And he answered them, “Do you think that 
these Galileans were worse sinners than all the other 
Galileans, because they suffered in this way? 3 No, I tell you; 
but unless you repent, you will all likewise perish. 4 Or those 
eighteen on whom the tower in Siloam fell and killed them: 
do you think that they were worse offenders than all the 
others who lived in Jerusalem? 5 No, I tell you; but unless 
you repent, you will all likewise perish.” 

6 And he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in 
his vineyard, and he came seeking fruit on it and found 
none. 7 And he said to the vinedresser, ‘Look, for three years 
now I have come seeking fruit on this fig tree, and I find 
none. Cut it down. Why should it use up the ground?’ 8 And 
he answered him, ‘Sir, let it alone this year also, until I dig 
around it and put on manure. 9 Then if it should bear fruit 
next year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.’” 

The Holy Bible, English Standard Version © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. 

 

http://www.gnpcb.org/


NICENE CREED 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of 
God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from 

true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation, he came down from 

heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 

Mary, 
and became fully human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with 

the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and 

the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 



who in unity with the Father and the Son is 
worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 

Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness 

of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead  

and the life (+) of the world to come. Amen. 
 
BE SEATED 

 

GOSPEL RESPONSE: Cantor “Beloved, God’s Chosen”  
Text: ©1994 Susan Palo Cherwien, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Tune: MICHELLE. Music: Marty Haugen ©2010 GIA 
Publications, Inc.  Both reprinted, podcast, and recorded with permission under One Licenses #A-722670 and R-101103.  
All rights reserved. 

 

Refrain: Beloved, God’s chosen, put on as a garment compassion, 
forgiveness, and goodness of heart. Above all, before all, let love be your 
raiment that binds into one every dissonant part. 

Within, call forth Wisdom, to dwell in you richly; let peace rule your hearts 
and that peace be of Christ. And from the heart’s chamber, beloved and 
holy, let singing thanksgiving to God ever rise. Refrain 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: #302 “Lord, to You I Make 
Confession”  Text: Johann Franck (1618-1677); Tune: Johann Crüger (1598-1662) 



 

 

SERMON  

 

STAND  

PSALM 51 RESPONSE (page 20) 



 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH - LENTEN SEASON (p. 125) 

©1993 Northwestern Publishing House. Reprinted and podcast with permission under One License 
#A722670. All rights reserved. 

 

M: Heavenly Father, you loved the world and gave your Son 
to liberate us from sin and death by his obedient death on 
the cross. 

C: We confess that without your love we are lost. 

M: Lord of the Church, we thank you for the treasure of the 
gospel. By your Spirit, keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, the 
author and perfecter of our faith. 

C: Strengthen our determination to do what pleases you, 
no matter what the danger or the cost. 

M: Let us pray for those who carry a cross in the name of 
Christ and face ridicule and persecution for the sake of the 
kingdom: missionaries and chaplains, young people who 
stand up for what is right in the face of pressure to do what 



is wrong, and all who pay a high price for their faith and their 
values as Christians. 

C: By your Spirit, O Lord, grant them patience and 
endurance. 

M: Let us pray for those who carry heavy burdens in life: the 
sick and the chronically ill, the depressed and the lonely, 
those torn by conflict in personal relationships, those 
victimized by war and injustice, and all who face the terrors 
of life with a heavy heart. 

C: Grant them peace, O Lord, and in your mercy, be their 
guardian and friend, their comfort and hope. 

M: Let us pray for those who care for others: pastors and 
counselors; physicians and nurses; social workers and 
caring friends; all who feed the hungry, comfort the hurting, 
and stand beside the dying. 

C: Strengthen them in their work, O Lord, and do not let 
them become weary in doing good. 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Silent prayer. 

M: Help us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. 
Keep us faithful even to the point of death, that we may 
receive the crown of life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 



 thy will be done 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those  
 who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from (+) evil. 
For thine is the kingdom 
 and the power and the glory 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 

BE SEATED 

Please use this time for personal preparation or meditation before the Lord's 
Supper. A form to assist you is on page 156 in the front part of the hymnal. 

NOTE: Please be prepared to receive the host in your outstretched hand, 
rather than in your mouth. 

 

STAND 

 

THE SACRAMENT 

PREFACE 

M: The Lord be with you. 

 

M: Lift up your hearts. 



 
 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

 

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in 
all places give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and 
everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 
brought the gift of salvation to all people by his death on the 
tree of the cross, so that the devil, who overcame us by a 
tree would in turn by a tree be overcome. Therefore, with all 
the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy 
name and join their glorious song: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Sanctus) 

 



 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took 
bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 
gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my 
(+) body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance 
of me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, 
saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is the new testament 
in my (+) blood, which is poured out for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.”  

M: The peace (+) of the Lord be with you always. 

 
 

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD (Agnus Dei) ©1993 Northwestern 

Publishing House. Reprinted and podcast with permission under One License #A722670. All rights 
reserved. 



 
 

BE SEATED 

 

DISTRIBUTION 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS:                                                  

#494 “Blest Be the Tie That Binds” 
Text: Joh Fawcett (1740-1817); Tune: Lowell Mason (1792-1872) 

 

#444 “If You But Trust in God to Guide You” Public Domain. 

 

 



 



 



THANKSGIVING (page 24) 

STAND 

 SONG OF SIMEON (Nunc Dimittis) 

M: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 

O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving 
kindness you sent your Son to share our humanity. We 
thank you that through him you have given us pardon and 
peace in this sacrament. We also pray that you will not 
forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by your Holy 
Spirit so that we willingly serve you day after day, through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 



M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

OFFICIANTS: 
Preacher and Celebrant: Pastor Paul Schaefer 

Communion Assistant: Ron Bude 
Organist: Jan Jacobi; Soloist: Mark Castellese  

THIS WEEK AT ST. PETER’S 
Today - 9:30 AM Divine Service

-10:45 AM Sunday School and Adult Bible Class
Wednesday - 9:30 Online Bible Class

- 6:00 PM Lenten Meal
- 7:00 PM Lenten Service

Thursday - 7:00 PM Senior Choir rehearsal
Sunday    - 9:30 AM Divine Service

-10:45 AM Sunday School and Adult Bible Class
Serving Mar 24: Altar: no communion; Ushers: #3
Serving Mar 30: Altar Guild: Lois Bude; Ushers: #4 

Lenten Services and Meals – All are welcome to our Wednesday 
Lenten vespers of repentance and preparation for Holy Week and 
Easter.  Preservice meals begin at 6:00 PM in the church 
basement. See sheet in narthex to volunteer and signup to provide. 

Signup sheets for flowers to beautify our sanctuary for Easter. 
Order forms are in narthex. The deadline for submission to church 
secretary is April 6. 



2025 Evening Lenten and Holy Week Services: 
“Reflections on Repentance” 

Date Sermon Text Sermon Theme Officiant 

March 26 Psalm 51:6 ‘Remembering God’s 
Perfect Demands’ 

Pastor Schaefer 

April 2 Psalm 51:8-9 ‘Removing Our Guilt’ Pastor Schroeder 

April 9 Psalm 51:7 ‘Relying on God’s Grace’ Pastor Schaefer 

April 17 Psalm 51:10-13 ‘Renewed Through the 
Gospel’ 

Pastor Schaefer 

April 18 Psalm 51:14-17 ‘Restored by His Sacrifice’ Pastor Schaefer 
April 19 None None Pastor Schaefer 

April 20 E Luke 24:1-2 “The Resurrection of Our 
Lord” 

Pastor Schaefer 

April 20 L Psalm 51:18-19 ‘Rejoicing in Resurrection 
Hope’ 

Pastor Schaefer 

E = Early; L = Late 

PASTORAL CARE & MERCY – Please remember with prayers, 
cards and visits those whose needs have been reported. 

Church Office: 734-453-3393 

https://saintpeterplymouth.org 
stpeterlutheran@hotmail.com 

Pastor: Rev. Paul Schaefer 

  Cellphone: 734-658-5735 

  Email:  Peschaef5@gmail.com 

Music Director: Julie Webber 

Church Secretary: Tracy Pitt 

St. Peter’s Preschool 

https://saintpeterpreschool.org 

stpeterspreschool@hotmail.com 

Director: Rebecca Lohrmann 

Michigan Lutheran Seminary (MLS) 

(Saginaw) 989-793-1041 

Hope Christian Academy 

(Westland) 734-525-0160 

President:   Bruce Winkler 
Vice President: Richard Cording 

Council Secretary: Jim Cutler 

Treasurer: Seth Anderson 
Financial Secretaries:  
   Steve Jacobi and Van Varner 
Board Chairmen:  
   Elders – Ron Bude 

   Stewardship/Education - 
        Scott Beckerman 

   Trustees – Dave Sylvester 

edited
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